
Point of reference: I have umpired FP softball for years; I have been a pitching coach; I have coached softball in H.S.; I was a better than average FP pitcher in my earlier years. I’ve had the marvelous opportunity to watch the explosion of women’s sports. My sisters had no opportunity in H.S.; my daughters went through school just prior to Title IX and had limited opportunity. But my granddaughter (H.S. Junior) has had the opportunity and support options to play multiple H.S. sports nearly year around.
I remember when teams had one pitcher; if she was great you dominated your conference and could plan to go a long ways in the state tournaments. There was nobody to teach girls to pitch then.
Now everyone is a pitching coach; and everybody wants to pitch. A local HS team had 3 pitchers that pitched the same number of games, and they only lost 3 games in two years. It is wonderful that so many girls want to pitch, but we need to remember that they are all individuals; they have unique motions; they have particular idiosyncrasies. Do they crow hop? No, but then most of you don’t know what a crow hop is, anyway. Is their stride outside the 24” pitching plate? Some of them are getting close, but remember that the foot has to be entirely outside. Landing on the imaginary line is legal. Do they leap, sometimes, if you depend on the strict interpretation of both feet being airborne.
Do we need to call IP’s to maintain a competitive game? No, we need to teach better batting. And batters are better. To see girls batting .400, .500, even .600 is not unusual. Girls are distaining the bunt and swinging away. Well, then do we need to give the pitcher’s another advantage? No, we need to teach better fielding and throwing. And girls are fielding and throwing better. Many of them are technically better than their male counterparts in baseball.
We need to simply love the girl’s game for what it has become. We need to enjoy watching girls compete at an unbelievably high level compared to the game of 10 or 20 years ago. (You cannot compare to the game 30+ years ago!) And then quit crabbing about what is a relatively minor issue in today’s game!
Finally – any coach can stand at 3B and watch a pitcher’s foot. Any fan can do the same from the bleachers. And it is then easy for you to bitch to the umpire about the perceived injustice being done to your team by an “illegal” pitcher. But that umpire (BU) cannot stand in front of the dugout and just watch a pitcher’s foot. His position is dictated by the location of runners. With a runner on 1B, he has to be behind F4, not exactly a prime position to view IP. And he cannot improve his position because he is controlled by F4 – and she can play any place she wants. The umpire is controlled by the outfielder that wants him to move to a different position.
You want him to not let the runner get away with leaving early, so he must watch the pitcher’s hand through the release point, and simultaneously watch the runner’s foot break contact with the base. And not get confused by all the body motions of both the pitcher and the runner. And as soon as the ball is released and the runner is OK, his eyes have to go to home plate to help with foul balls in the dirt, hit batter, or check swing. Oh yes – while we are at it, watch the feet and call illegal pitches. Yeah, right! 
The next time you have nothing better to do than watch a pitcher’s feet, why don’t you get out on the field, do all the things I said – and still call IP’s. 
After all this, if we are not calling what you think are IP’s, then dig in your pockets and fund a four-umpire system. Then you’ll get some IP’s called. Until then, just enjoy the game – for the beauty of the game! 


